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Qabiao language 


Qabiao, or sometimes Laqua (autonym: qa biaui; Chinese: Pubiao 
Vietnamese: Pu Peo) is a Kra lan g uage spoken by the Qabiao 
people in northern Vietnam and Yunnan, China. Alternative names 
for Qabiao include Kabeo, Ka Beo, Ka Bao, Ka Biao, Laqua, Pubiao 
(Pupeo or Pu Peo) and Pen Ti Lolo (Bendi Lolo). The meaning of 
the name "Qabiao" is unknown. 

The Qabiao language is highly endangered. Also, most of its 
speakers lack access to nearby potable water . 

Maza, a Lolo-Burmese language spoken near the Qabiao area, is 
notable for having a Qabiao substratum (Hsiu 2014:68-69). 


Geographic distribution 

In Vietnam, Qabiao is spoken in Bong Van District , Ha Giang Province in Pho La and Sung Cheng 
villages, and perhaps also in Yen Minh and Meo Vac Districts. 

Tran (2011:15) reports that Qabiao is spoken in the following locations of Ha Giang Province . 

■ Pho La, Sung Cheng, Pho Bang, Pho Cao, and Ma Le communes of Dong Van District 
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■ Chang Lo and Sung Cheng of Phu Lung commune. Yen Minh District 

■ Tien Xuan, Yen Ct/dng commune, Bgc Me District 

■ Meo Vac District 

The Pu Peo (Qabiao) of Vietnam claim that they had traditionally lived in the following villages in Viemam 
and China (Tran 2011:16). 

■ Dong Van District , Vietnam 

■ Pho Bang (Mo Bieng) 

■ Pho Cao (Mo Cao) 

■ Pho La (Mo Ne) 
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Qabiao 


Laqua 

Region 

Ha Giang, 
Vietnam; 
Wenshan, 
Yunnan, China 

Ethnicity 

Qabiao 

Native speakers 

710 (2009 

census)W 

Language 

family 

Kra-Dai 

■ Kra 

■ Yang-Biao 

■ Qabiao 

Writing system 

Latin script in 
Vietnam 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

laq 

Glottolog 

qabil235 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/qabil2 
35) [2] 





























■ Pho Lung (Mo Can) 
Malipo County, China 


■ Phu Tru (Mo NL/dng) 

■ Phu Trac (Mo Can) 

■ Phu Pliong (Mo Phuong) 

■ Phu Trao (Mo Rao) 

In China, Qabiao is spoken in Tiechang Township and Donggan Township 'M ^ in Malipo 

County, Wenshan Zhuang and Miao Autonomous Prefecture, Yunnan (Liang, et al. 2007). Many Qabiao 
people have shifted to Southwestern Mandarin, although it is still spoken in villages such as Pufeng 

Phonology 


The Qabiao language has the following tones: Al, A2, Bl, B2, Cl, C2, Dl, 02.^^^^^^ 

Like White Gelao and Buyang, Qabiao has sesquisyllables , which are not present in most Kra-Dai 
languages. 


Notes 


1. Qabiao (https://www.ethnologue.com/18/language/laq/) at Ethnoloque (18th ed., 2015) 

2. Hammarstrdm, Harald; Forkel, Robert; Haspelmath, Martin, eds. (2017). "Pubiao-Qabiao" (htt 
p://glottolog.org/resource/languoid/id/qabil235). Glottolog 3.0 . Jena, Germany: Max Planck 
Institute for the Science of Human History. 

3. Diller, Anthony, Jerold A. Edmondson, and Yongxian Luo ed. The Tai-Kadai Languages. 
Routledge Language Family Series. Psychology Press, 2008. 

4. (http://www.ynszxc.gov.cn/villagePage/vlndex.aspx7d 
epartmentid=161449) 

5. See Proto-TaiJanguage#Tones for an explanation of the tone codes. 
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